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Come on, Mrs Mayor.
We have an agreement. This isn’t the
time to start second-guessing.
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Are you kidding?
Fossilia has more than
100 years of experience.
How can anyone believe
that a handful of wind
turbines would be able
to produce the amount of
electricity we need?

I’m not secondguessing. I’m just
saying that several
councillors have shown
interest in the other
proposal. SunBeam’s
proposal.

Yes, but you know, Mr Carbunculus,
there’s also a growing concern about …
well, you know… climate change.

Let’s skip the hippie talk.
You know that our power plant will be
the most efficient of its kind.

I’m with you on that, Mr Carbunculus.
But not everybody sees it that way.
With elections coming up in less than 18
months, I can’t afford to have discontent
amongst the voters.

Moreover, thanks to our
new investment, we’ll be able
to take one of the smaller,
less efficient plants out of
use. That’s a good thing for
the planet, isn’t it?

Anyway, don’t be so pessimistic. Climate change
hasn’t been a problem so far. Let’s cross that
bridge when we come to it. Can you think of any
problem that science has not been able to solve?

Hmmm… Cancer.
Poverty. Hunger.

Do you really think that’s what
your voters are worried about?
Your voters want electricity.
That should be our primary
concern right now.
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We are sponsoring
over 50 events and
organisations in the
city. You don’t want
things to change,
do you?

Come on Mrs Mayor.
What’s bothering you?
Did you have a bad night?

Wind turbines. Is that what
voters like? Ugly turbines
everywhere you look?
Remember,
if
we
build
this
new
power
plant,
we’ll sponsor many other
projects with the money it
generates. That’s a promise.

No, of course
not, but…

Maybe you’re right.
But you have to convince people
with your communication
campaign.

I don’t wanna have
any trouble.

You won’t regret
this decision,
Mrs Mayor.

I know.
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Mrs Mayor, I’m done
with my work for today.
Do you mind if I go?

you can go, sofia.
I think we’re all
going home now.

It’s been a hellish day!

Mayor! We have important things to
discuss with you! Please, Mrs Mayor!

Not now, I’m
very busy.

Hey, Sofia!
What’s all this
fuss about?

Hey! It seems...I
don’t know,
something about
the power plant.
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“Fossil fuels out renewable energy in”

Tsk! Politicians!
They never listen!
Come on Marie, let’s get
on with the petition.

Climate change is real.
Fossil fuels are
destroying our planet.

We want to show
the politicians that
a lot of citizens want
renewable energy,
not fossil fuels.

What’s this
petition exactly
for?

We don’t want
Fossilia to build a new
power plant here. Would
you like to sign?

If not coal,
then what?

There are a lot
of choices. Solar,
wind...let’s go for
renewables!

If Fossilia only
provides nonrenewable energy,
who does green?

There are loads of green
suppliers. One of them,
SunBeam, is interested in
building wind turbines
on Barton Meadow.

So that’s what they
were talking about…
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We’ll read the
leaflets. Thanks, and good
luck with your petition!

I think I’ll go home. I
don’t feel like playing.

Oh...okay,
that’s fine.

You can’t trust Fossilia,
believe me, I know. The SunBeam
deal could well be much better
for the city.

Honey, don’t forget
you work for them.
Don’t bite the hand
that feeds you.

I’m not working for them.
Our ad agency is. And I hope
I still have the right to
say that I don’t like them.

Why didn’t you ask
to work on another
project, dad?

I’m not in the position to
pick and choose, sweetie.
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Fossilia
is our best client and
they pay well.

Have you ever heard of SunBeam?

I’m just Googling
them… Look at this...

sunbeam
For you

For the environment

For the future

Electricity from wind, water and sun for your home? Click here
Learn more about our EKOenergy certified electricity

Have you ever heard
of EKOenergy?
No. Check out their
website. Ah, it’s in...
wow, 30 languages!

EKOenergy
Home

About us

The Ecolabel for Electricity
The ecolabel

How to buy EKOenergy

EKOenergy is a network of 34 European environmental organisations from almost all European countries. We promote
the use of renewable energy and we want to give consumers the opportunity to get more out of their electricity contract.
EKOenergy is also the name of the only pan-European
ecolabel for electricity. EKOenergy is renewable energy.
On top of that, EKOenergy is produced in power plants that
fulfill the sustainability criteria set by the EKOenergy network.

“As a European consumer,
you can freely choose your
electricity supplier and the
type of electricity
you prefer.”

Learn more about green electricity and climate
change ->
Learn more about our Climate Fund ->

I didn’t know there
were so many suppliers.
We always got stuck
with Fossilia.
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...hey, look here.
“EKOenergy Environmental
Fund”. What could that be?

EKOenergy Environmental Fund
For each MWh sold as
EKOenergy
hydropower,
a minimum of 10 cents
goes to the EKOenergy
Environmental Fund. That
money is then used to
finance river restoration
projects.
Learn more ->

What else are these
EKOenergy guys doing?

Looks like they set
environmental criteria for power
plants. Read this.

Why don’t we switch our
contract? Our money
would actually go to
something useful.

They have efficiency
criteria for
biomass power plants,
and they even exclude
some kinds of biomass,
e.g. those that could
also be used as food.

Click on that “How to buy
EKOenergy” button, Sofia.
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Hey Sofia! Are
you feeling better
today?

Sort of. I’d like to discuss
something with all of
you. It’s really important.

More important than our
training? The boys’ team has
a match this Sunday.

You mean the one on Barton Meadow?
Yeah, they’re currently
deciding what kind of
power plant they want
to build there.

Definitely. Have you heard about the
new power plant they want to build?

I was thinking about it
yesterday and I really feel we
can do something to support
the wind turbine idea.

Why are you bringing this up now? We’re here to play.

I don’t want to lose the Sunday
match because of your whining!
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It’s not about MY whining, there
are already lots of activists
promoting the wind farm.

I’m sure you all know
about global warming
and climate change. Green
electricity can help stop
it, and our town could be
a positive example.

And why not? In some
countries, they already
supply more than 20%
of the electricity. And
that’s only the start.

Come on Sofia.
Wind… Hahaha!
That’ll never
work…

...Wait, isn’t Fossilia
our sponsor?

That’s bullshit made up by
hippies to make you live like
cavemen, Sofia.

If they make more money, maybe
we’ll have more money too!
Why would...
whatever.

Yeah. Why do
you ask?

It’s about the
possibility to
choose. I’d just
like you to think
about it.
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That’s all very good Sofia, but
what can we do about it? I mean,
it’s the city council’s job to decide.

I would choose green
energy too, but I don’t
think they’re going to
ask us what we want.

And that’s why we said
it was stupid to discuss
this stuff. Now let’s play,
we have more important
things to do.

But maybe there
is something we
can do....

Sofia, you work at city
hall, right? Have you
ever tried to raise this
issue with them?

Not yet. I wanted to
read up on it first.
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I couldn’t help overhearing
your discussion with Mr
Carbunculus.

Mrs Mayor?
Can I have a
word with you?

That’s none of your
business, Sofia.

...Not now,
I’m busy.

I know, but...
I really hope the
city goes for green
energy....

Why not?

Our city is already doing a lot, Sofia.
We’ve just introduced recycling bins.
We can’t solve all the world’s problems.

Because there isn’t always
wind, Sofia… And our city
needs a lot of energy….

Green electricity
is indeed a noble
cause, but...it’s not
that simple.

But if we don’t
start going
green......

You’re too young
to understand.

Green electricity might
be the future, Sofia...but
it’s not the present.
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Uh...I was expecting
you to be older.

Ahah! I’m a volunteer at EKOenergy.
Nice to meet you, Sofia. You said
you had some questions for us.

Somebody told me there’s no way of knowing if the power you
get from your socket is actually green. How does that work?

If you want to buy green electricity, you have to ask for it from
your supplier. They use Guarantees of origin to prove that they
have produced enough green electricity to cover your consumption.

Guarantess of
origin?

If electricity suppliers want to sell more green
electricity than they produce, they can also buy
Guarantees of Origin from other green producers.
But in each case: each certificate can be used only
once. For more information, you can also
have a look at our website.

Great, thank
you!

Yes. The state gives suppliers a certificate,
called a Guarantee of Origin, for each MWh
of green electricity they produce. Electricity
suppliers can sell as much green electricity as
they have Guarantees of origin.

I’m participating in EVS, the European Voluntary
Service. it’s an EU program which enables young
people to go abroad and volunteer in a non-profit
organisation. EKOenergy hosts volunteers
from different countries.

By the way...What did you mean when
you said you were a volunteer at
EKOenergy? Now I’m curious.

They do all that too? Wow!
Oh, and I also had some questions
about the Climate Fund…
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Sofia! We got your
message. So you didn’t
get anywhere with
the mayor?

Told ya it was a stupid
thing to do.

Just like
those loser
hippies?

I couldn’t make her read
anything. I think it’s time
for a different strategy.

You think
some scribbling
is gonna help?
You were talking
about a petition.

We’re not bound to Fossilia for life. We have to tell
as many people as possible. Maybe we have a chance
to switch at least some of our energy to green.

I do. But more importantly, I want
people to know that there’s a choice.

We can make flyers.
Or posters. I could
put some of them up
at my uni.

Yes, but we’re a football club. Not a ‘let’s
save the world’ club. Do you see Flower
Power written anywhere on the wall?

Why do you care? We’re not
using the club’s money to
fund the activities.

Easy now. We’re
friends, aren’t
we? Why can’t we
do something else
together for a
change?

I don’t have time
to waste on your
hippie campaign. Go
rent another space
for that.
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We risk losing
the sponsorship.

Do you think so...?

Of course. And how will
we then afford a wellmaintained pitch, team
kits, an air-conditioned
clubhouse…?

We’re not, as a club,
interfering with them.
They won’t take their
sponsorship away.

Don’t be so naive, Sofia. If
most of you participate in that
stupid campaign, they’ll know.
And why would they continue
spending money on us?

Maybe we don’t need that
much money. I mean, who’s
using the air conditioning
here? And why do we need
new kits every season?

Why not?

Oh, really? And who’s
gonna tell them?

The boys’ team is almost ready to go
to the regional championships.
We won’t give up this chance for you.

17

Can we actually
start training
now?

Take it easy, Marc, we will
play... Winning isn’t just
about training, it’s also
about team spirit.

And if Fossilia takes
away the sponsorship,
we’ll find someone else.
We don’t need that much
money. We’ll still play.

But what
about the
champion ship...

Whether or
not we win the
competition
depends on us,
not on them...

But anyway, let’s
hope Marc’s fears
don’t come true.

We’ll see…

Idiots. Good luck.
You’ll regret this.
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I like this
layout for the
flyer.

Maybe we can find
something wittier.
That’s a bit simple.

We want to
keep it simple
and easy to
understand.

We’re giving
them to newbies,
remember.

Do you think the
slogan “Switch to
green energy!” is
good enough ?

The library has
agreed to host our
public forum!

It’s a month from now. Will we have
enough time to advertise it?

You’re the right person, Sofia.
You’ve already convinced
all of us! I’m sure your speech
will be great.

I can take care of
the advertisement.
You should write the
presentation, Sofia.

I...I wasn’t
planning on
speaking…
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Sir, sign our petition to build a
wind farm on Barton Meadow!

That must be the same group
that sent those emails about
switching to green energy.

Yeah, we all got them.
I read SunBeam’s proposal again.
It sounds better than I remembered.

Hey Dave,
aren’t you Gonna
read it?

This econonsense? No
time for it.

Actually it’s not so bad.
You should take a look at
their website. It seems
that…
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You’ll end up with dreads
and Birkenstocks if you’re
not careful.

What happens when the
wind doesn’t blow and
the sun doesn’t shine?

There are other sources of
renewable energy, such as
hydropower and biomass, that
are almost always available.
The technology to store energy
is also improving.

Buildings and traffic kill more
birds than wind turbines, not
to mention climate change.

I’ve read that
turbines often
kill birds.

It’s also a matter of location.
The EKOenergy label takes that
into account.

Isn’t wind energy
very expensive? Will
our bill be higher?
It’s no longer
true that renewable
energy is more
expensive.

Let’s just
burn the city’s
waste! That’s
renewable,
innit?

What if I just
buy myself
solar panels?

If coal power plants paid a
fair price to reflect the pollution
they cause, renewable energy would
even be much cheaper than fossil
energy. On top of that, wind will
always be freely available. Unlike
coal.

Not all
at once,
people!

How about this EKOenergy? Can
they build the turbines for us?

Yes, you on
the right.
EKOenergy is the label that
guarantees the power is
green. SunBeam is going to
build the turbines.

You’re not forced to buy energy
from SunBeam: it’s just a matter
of having the choice.

If we go for wind
energy, will the air in
our city be better?
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Despite your age,
you really spoke
well today!

Do you think you’d like to talk
on the radio about this? We
have a program, on Fridays...

I’ll just put them on the
counter. I’m sure some of my
customers will read them.

Yeah,
that would
be great!
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Thanks, Mr
Miller . I have
to admit I was
quite nervous.

We switched to
EKOenergy

Oh...well, yes, we can
discuss it again...but...

Look at all of these businesses
switching to green contracts!
It’s a good opportunity for the
city and for our party...

It’s what people
seem to want.

In two months, they’ve collected
more than 5000 signatures,
asking for the Barton Meadow
contract to go to SunBeam.

Oh my… we, we have to
keep the people’s will
in mind too.

How about a meeting
next week to discuss
the plant tender?
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THAT GIRL!

This is all
because of
her!

Nobody had even heard
of EKOenergy before
and nobody cared about
SunBeam. And now,
because of her….

How many contracts
have we lost already?

...If we get rid of the
leader, maybe the
movement itself will
collapse. Slowly, but
it will collapse.

About 50 businesses
switched from…

Not to mention
how the mayor is
turning her back
on us!

But how? She seems to be
popular. She won the football
club over, even got her foot in
the mayor’s door...

Really? And
you’re only
telling me
this now?
...her father is working on
our advertising campaign.
The mother has no job…
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Mr Carbunculus! How
can I help you?
Excuse me for
a minute. Take
a break.

...yes, but...

...He’s one of our
key people...

...That’s a lot
of money.

...Let’s see
what I can do...

...the sooner, the better.
Consider it done,
Mr Carbunculus.

Easier than expected.
Rachel, arrange this
transfer.

If it’s not
well spent, it’ll
be your neck.

Money well spent,
Mr Carbunculus.

Now, I have to appear
on a talk show, it’s
time to redeem this
company‘s reputation.
And get back to work.
I can’t wait to hear
some good news.
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Dad! Our team won the
match today! We’re ready
to go to the regional
championships!

That’s great,
sweetie...

You look
tired..

I am. I mean...I’ve
lost my job.
To...today?
But how?
Why?

It was him.

Today, Mr Carbunculus is with us! Mr
Carbunculus, what do you think about
this ongoing EKOenergy campaign?
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They’re calling it
‘restructuring’..they
have to ‘streamline
operations’.

This just doesn’t
make any sense! You’re
one of their best...
why would they...

I think it’s entirely overrated. Producing
electricity is our area of expertise, and if it
worked with wind turbines, we would have
been doing it a long time ago. Unfortunately,
many people fall for environmental alarmism
these days.

Oh come on, Sofia,
he’s not so...mean...

Fossilia is the best choice for our beloved town.
Clean, efficient and reliable coal, instead of...

SunBeam is going to get the contract,
and on top of that, we’re winning
people’s approval. Have you seen how
many companies and shops have
switched to EKOenergy lately?

It was him, dad. Fossilia is
losing popularity, the mayor
agreed to have a new meeting
to discuss the Barton Meadow
decision with the councillors.

This is terrible. What
do we do now? You should
leave the campaign, both
of you. It’s not worth it.

But who is this Sofia,
leader of our town’s
green energy movement?
What are her reasons?

...And you, sweety, are
front and centre. Still, I
can’t believe they would
fire me for that.

Mom! The dirtier they play,
the harder we fight! We have
to fight these people even
more if they’re so evil!

Plus, I won’t get my
job back if it’s Fossilia’s
call. I’ll find another
one. Like you said, I’m one
of the best.

Will she take the
challenge to speak
up in front of the
cameras?
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I’m really getting
invited to the talk
show!

I got a phone call. The
show’s next week. I’m not
ready to do it!

Come on Sofia, Think of it as an
exam. You’re definitely ready. All
you’ve been talking about lately
is EKOenergy and renewables.

I know, but this is
different! A lot of people
actually watch that show,
and lots of them will be pro
Fossilia. What if I
mess up?

Listen, this is the
best opportunity we
have to reach all of
them. You’re famous,
Sofia!

And this….has
already cost
my dad his job.

We can help you
prepare. Let’s write
down some of the
arguments, I’ll
be the host.

Sofia, aren’t you
a bit young to
worry about power
plants?! Why are you
doing this?

28

Wouldn’t it be
wiser to focus on
your studies?

I will probably start
university next year,
but I truly believe in
green energy and in
EKOenergy.

As a young person, I have the
most to lose due to climate
change. This is mostly about
my future.

And this isn’t
something that I can put
after my personal goals,
or postpone until after
university.

Do you actually think
green electricity will
save the planet? Aren’t
there other options to
consider?

Switching to sustainable energy is
an urgent step if we want to save the
planet. We have to act now.

We also have to
change our lifestyle...
Such as eating less meat
and spending holidays
closer to home.

Green energy is
only part of the
solution. We need
energy efficiency
as well.

But yes, renewables are essential.
Without a switch to renewables, we
won’t solve the climate problem. We
need more people to know about this.
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Sofia, you decided to promote
primarily those suppliers
selling EKOenergy.

What do
you mean?

We started this as a local action for
wind energy, but we discovered that we
can make an even bigger difference by
being part of the EKOenergy movement.

We also like that the sale
of EKOenergy contributes
to financing new renewable
installations.

When buying electricity from one of the EKOenergy suppliers,
part of your money goes to climate protection projects.

This means you can also do good
with your purchase. But how does
that work in practice?

They fund other
associations, experienced in
these sort of activities.
Recently, they sponsored the NGO
Oikos to provide a rural school in
Tanzania with solar energy.
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It seems your campaign
is reaching its goal. The
news have reported various
meetings between the mayor
and the councillors. The
future of Barton Meadow is
still open to discussion.

Have you ever thought about
the people working at Fossilia?
What will happen to them? Are
they going to lose their jobs?

We want to give people the
opportunity to choose and
take the first step towards
sustainable electricity.
Renewable energy will
create a lot of new jobs. And as
the switch to renewable energy
won’t happen overnight, there is
time to retrain workers.

WE can do it.

How can you choose, if you
don’t know your options?

Wonderful
goals. Do you
think you
can do it?

A more sustainable
future is possible but it must
come from a joint effort. That’s
why our campaign focuses on
information.

Green electricity is
still underrated,
and we must give it a
chance to grow.
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On evaluating the proposals
for the power plant to be
built on Barton Meadow.

We have two
tenders: Fossilia
to build a coal
power plant; and
SunBeam to build
a wind farm.

Voting is
now closed.
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With a 70% majority,
the council awards the
contract to SunBeam.

Two years have
passed, and oh, how
things have changed.

SunBeam’s wind turbines
have been a wonderful
decision for the town.
Climate change awareness
is growing.

Fossilia is not the most
influential company in town
anymore. See those SunBeam
advertisements? That’s my
dad’s new job.

EKOenergy has grown
too. Now they have 45
more suppliers with
them.

I now volunteer for them, with
many other young people. We’re
starting to fund three climate
projects with the income
generated from switched
contracts.

A greener
future has never
been so close.
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What can I do?
Climate change is the biggest challenge humanity is facing. Reports about increasing greenhouse
gas emissions and the expected results are more than alarming. The only good news is that we
know how to prevent dramatic climate change. It is technically and economically possible to live
within the limits of one planet.
Unfortunately, far too few decision-makers take the problem seriously. They stick to dated solutions
or come up with short-term answers. Luckily, there are more and more people like Sofia: people who
act, instead of waiting for ambitious international climate agreements.
Individual actions are not an exercise in futility. They are the trademark of a growing group of people
who believe that this is the way forward. And that group will not remain unnoticed by politicians who
want to win elections in the coming years. Nor by businesses who want to sell their products in the
2020s and 2030s. These actions also make complete sense for our everyday life: you can save a lot
of money as well as improve your health by becoming more climate friendly.

At home
1. Switch to EKOenergy. Not only is this the best
way of ensuring your electricity contract leads
to positive changes, it’s also a clear signal to
producers and politicians alike that you believe in
100% renewable energy.
Check out www.ekoenergy.org > How to buy
EKOenergy?
2. Use renewable sources for home heating and
cooling systems, such as biogas or heat pumps
working on renewable electricity.
3. Measure your energy consumption and your
energy costs, and try to reduce them by:
- checking the energy efficiency of the house
before buying or renting;
- insulating your house;
- washing only full loads of clothes and air-drying
them;
- not wasting water, especially not heated water;
- buying the most energy-efficient electric devices
and switching them off when not in use;
- cooking with the lid on and letting food cool 		
down before putting it in the fridge or freezer.
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On the road
4.
Avoid using the car. Cycling and walking are often good and healthy alternatives.
If public transport isn’t an option, try carpooling; it’s a great way to save money, pollute less and
make new friends.
5.
Holidays don’t have to be far away to be nice. Avoid flying; air traffic is a growing source of
greenhouse gas emissions.

Eat smart
6.
The production and transport of food causes a lot of greenhouse gas emissions. To lower
your carbon footprint, you can:
- reduce your consumption of meat and dairy products;
- buy locally-sourced, seasonal food;
- buy organic products;
- try not to buy more than you actually eat. To start with, you could keep track of how much food you
throw away.

Reduce, reuse, recycle
7.
Take care of your stuff. The longer you use
the same things, the less waste we produce and
the less energy has to be used for producing new
ones.
8.
Buy second hand goods, quality products
and products that don’t use unnecessary
packaging.
9.
Give sustainable presents. Millions of gifts
end up in rubbish bags without ever having been
used. Instead, offer a voucher to go to the theatre,
offer to give a massage or even sign your friend up
for a plot in your local community garden.

Support others to defend your values
10.
Vote for politicians that take climate change
seriously. And support organisations that work on
climate change, human rights, family planning...

Read more
on the EU Climate Action website:
http://ec.europa.eu/clima/citizens/tips/index_en.htm
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The omnipotent Fossilia plans to build a new coal power plant on Barton Meadow. But
it isn’t the only one interested in the area: SunBeam wants to build a wind farm there
instead. The SunBeam proposal gets unexpected help when Sofia and her friends
start a campaign to promote renewable energy.
Sofia soon discovers that this isn’t just an issue for politicians. On the open market,
consumers can choose which company they support and what electricity they
buy. Once she realises this, it isn’t long before she starts a “Switch to EKOenergy
campaign”.

“It’s about the possibility to choose.
I’d just like you to think about it.”

